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MINUTES 

 
 

 Members Present                Staff Present 
 Mayor B. Franklin                                                                             Carroll Williamson, Town Admin 
 Councilman E. Baughman                             Shannon Burnett, Town Attorney 
 Councilman L. Griffin                                                           Saralyn Yarborough, Asst. Admin 

             Councilman D. Brock                                                                              
             Councilman S. Griffin                                              
                   Staff Absent 
                   Melissa Cowan, Town Clerk 
 
I.    CALL TO ORDER 

             
A. ROLL CALL 

 
Mayor Franklin called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Five Council members were present, constituting a 
quorum.  
 

B. NOTIFICATION AND POSTING OF THE MEETING AGENDA 
 
Assistant to Town Administrator confirmed the agenda was properly posted and the media notified. 

 
C. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
Councilman E. Baughman made a Motion to approve the agenda. The Motion was seconded by Councilman 
Griff Griffin.  All in favor; 5-0 
 

D. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Councilman E. Baughman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

E. INVOCATION 
  

              The evening’s invocation was given by Councilman E. Baughman.    

F. COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REMARKS 
 

Councilman Griff Griffin made the following remarks: 
 

• Thank you everybody for coming out. For those of you live streaming, we appreciate you tuning in.  
• I would like to yield my time to Ms. Hunter so she can give us an update, as to where we are and 
 what she’s been doing while she’s been here with us. 
• Ashley Hunter of MPA Strategies: We have been awarded a grant from International Paper to do 
 upfitting and security measures and things that are needed to the Doko Meadows Park. Over the last 
 few weeks I’ve been spending time pitching and meeting with various non-profits, associations and 
 corporate entities about reserving this beautiful space that we have here in Blythewood. We’ve had 
 a great month on social media. Our engagement has more than tripled on Instagram. I’m excited to 
 see the International Paper funding for the first round of that, which makes us automatically up for 
 the second round as well. It will be a two part pot of funding for our parks here in Blythewood. 

 
 
 Councilman S. Griffin made the following remarks. 
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• Great to see everyone tonight. Smiling faces without masks. We’re making progress in this town and 
 this county and the state. Stats are continuing to look great. Keep encouraging each other out there 
 for the vaccine. When you’re in doubt wear masks.  
• We have heard great comments about the fence that was added to the playground area of the park. 
 We’re making great progress in this park to strengthen security aspects and to build it up to where it 
 should be.  

 
  

 Councilman E. Baughman made the following remarks: 
• I have received numerous comments from citizens who are so happy that the fence is there now in 
 the playground area. 
• June 11th – VFW Post 8346 held a flag retirement ceremony the Friday before Flag Day. Well 
 attended, free hotdogs for everybody, retired numerous flags, allowed participants to retire a flag in 
 honor of a loved one who served and passed and those who served and died in the service of our 
 country. We retired numerous flags, probably close to two hundred. It’s a really moving event. 
• June 21st – Richland Library’s StoryWalk opened in Doko Meadows Park. I would really like to thank 
 our sponsors which are the Town of Blythewood, WLTX, Prisma, South Carolina Humanities, and 
 the Richland County Public Library. 
•  I want to thank our Mayor, Mr. Williamson, and Julie for our night at the Fireflies game last 
 Thursday night.  
• I would be remiss if I did not wish our former Mayor Mike Ross a happy birthday today. He’s meant 
 a lot to this town and the small businesses. I appreciate his friendship. I appreciate his 
 professionalism and the way he handled himself here in town.  
 

             
                 Councilman D. Brock made the following remarks: 
 

• I would like to also thank everyone for attending. Those streaming online for coming in and hearing 
 about the business of the town. 
• I also have very much enjoyed looking at the fencing around the park. 
• June 16th and 17th – several of us and town staff attended the ULI (Urban Land Institute) meeting in 
 regards to the Richland County Economic Development project across the interstate, 1,300 + acres 
 of the future Blythewood Industrial Park. 
• I look forward to taking my children on the StoryWalk around the park. 

 
 

G. Mayor Franklin made the following remarks: 
 

• It was a sad day last week when the Blythewood Youth Baseball League, fell to second place in the 
tournament. We will continue practicing and getting better and hopefully move on and develop an 
infrastructure to provide those needed facilities. 

• I do want to echo my fellow councilmembers here, the value of strategic planning. We listed many 
objectives and we brought citizens here, the Planning Commission was here. We talked seriously 
about what we need to do in the next two years. These councilmembers have worked diligently to 
tackle some of those objectives. We also talked about park security and the playground expansion.  

• We talked about adding another piece of playground equipment every year. As budgeted, we are 
doing that. We have the security gates coming, we have a Boy Scout project which will put a fence 
along the farmers market field. We talked about recreation facilities.  

• The RCED gave us a full briefing about the way ahead for Blythewood. They are focused on our 
needs. Now that we have our Census results, we went from 2,200 to 4,200 people in ten years in 
the town limits. With that, comes young families, children. They need recreation facilities. We’re 
going to move in that way because we planned it out as an objective on our strategic plan.  

• We talked about or Veterans. We’re going to have another Purple Heart Ceremony on August 6th to 
honor those who have been wounded in combat. A memorial for all Blythewood Veterans. We’re 
working with the Blythewood Historical Society to get that put in the park. 

• We talked about making Blythewood a child friendly community. Now we have the StoryWalk as 
well as a bigger playground and it will continue to grow. 

• Next up is traffic. Councilman Sloan Griffin and I have been trying to reach out to Senator Tim 
Scott’s office. When they come down and see the railroad crossing in the early morning when 
people are trying to go to work, they will see the impact it has on this community and hopefully, at 
the federal level we’ll get some support. 
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• We sent a questionnaire out to all stakeholders in and around Blythewood. We had an outside 
agent, ULI, come in and give their independent feedback. When they are released, they mesh 
together. We’re headed in the right direction. I’m proud of what we’re doing. 

 
H. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Councilman E. Baughman made a Motion to approve the TC regular meeting minutes 5-24-2021. The 
Motion was seconded by Councilman Griff Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 
 
 

II.    PUBLIC HEARING 
 
A.    Discussion and Approval of Ordinance 2021.007 to Adopt an Annual Budget and Provide Revenue for the 

Town of Blythewood for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2022 
 

 Administrator Williamson stated, “This is an opportunity for the public to speak, with the only change made from 
 the first reading as part of the motion was to fully fund all the events that were proposed under the Local 
 Accommodations Tax and the Hospitality Tax. Under tourism-related events, those are fully funded as 
 requested by the applicants. That was the only change since the first reading.” 

 
No citizens signed in to speak at the public hearing. 

  
III.   DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
     A.  Discussion of a Revision to the Town Council 2021-22 Meeting Calendar 
 
 
 Mayor Franklin stated, “This is an item I asked to put on the agenda tonight as a discussion because we’ve 
 noticed in the past that our colleagues and the press often don’t get responses for their stories because we hold 
 a meeting at night, we get phone calls the next day and they’re at work and they can’t answer in a timely 
 fashion. By the time they reach back out to the press, say 4 or 5 p.m., it’s too late.” 
 
 Former Mayor Keith Bailey was asked by Council to speak on the discussion item. Mr. Bailey stated, “When I 
 was Mayor we always had them on Monday. All of the Boards were on Monday. It was pretty uniform.” 
 
 

IV.    ACTION ITEMS 
      Citizens Testimony Regarding Action Items (As item is presented) 
 

A. Second Reading 
 
Discussion and Approval of Ordinance 2021.007 to Adopt an Annual Budget and Provide Revenue 
for the Town of Blythewood for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2022 
 
Councilman Sloan Griffin had a question regarding outside agency requests. Administrator 
Williamson stated, “During the work sessions we went over the outside agency requests and those 
were included and that’s how we got to the figure. The Mayor suggested the best thing to do is have 
that amount that reflects the total amount allocated, but bring each agency individually to the Council 
meeting in the next fiscal year for individual vote because some councilmembers may be particularly 
involved and may want to recuse themselves. This was a recommendation from the MASC 
(Municipal Association of South Carolina). 
 
Town Attorney Shannon Burnett stated, “If you are unsure if you have a conflict, then you all can 
have a vote between yourselves as to whether that councilman should recuse themselves on that 
issue.” 
 
No citizens signed in to speak during the reading of Ordinance 2021.007. 
 
Councilman E. Baughman made a Motion to approve the second reading of Budget Ordinance 
2021.007 as presented. The Motion was seconded by Councilman Sloan Griffin. A roll call vote was 
taken; Councilman D. Brock -No, Councilman E. Baughman –Yes, Mayor Franklin –Yes, 
Councilman S. Griffin-Yes, Councilman Griff Griffin –Yes. The Motion passed with a vote of 4-1 
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B. First Reading 
 
Discussion and Approval of Ordinance 2021.008 to Amend Chapter 93 of the Code of Ordinances 
titled “Regulations for Conduct of Persons and Uses of Facilities and Grounds within the Manor at 
Doko Meadows and Doko Meadows Park” 

 
  Administrator Williamson stated, “As ya’ll have spoken tonight about the importance of security in  
  the park and what we’ve done so far, this is the ordinance that is currently in place and needed to  
  be updated significantly. Mr. Hasterok and Ms. Burnett and I sat down and looked at other park  
  ordinances and came up with some changes on many of the different items that are listed for  
  general park rules as well as the playground rules. The intent tonight is to discuss and if there are  
  significant changes we can certainly defer to the next meeting. The main concern I think was when  
  the park would be closed. Following approval, we will develop better signage throughout the park  
  that will match this.” 
 

    Councilman S. Griffin made a Motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2021.008 as  
  presented. The Motion was seconded by Councilman D. Brock. All in favor; 5-0 

 
 

C. Discussion and Approval of Resolution 2021.001 Adopting the Town of Blythewood Annexation 
Policy and Procedures Manual 
 
Administrator Williamson stated, “This manual is certainly not a way for the town to pinpoint what 
we’re going after so much as a guide book and manual for staff that matches the South Carolina 
statutes for annexation and provides all the applications in one location. For those who responded to 
the survey that they were interested in annexation and provided their information, we can put a 
packet together that has the application in there and explanation of the steps.” 
 
Councilman S. Griffin made a Motion to approve the first and final reading of Resolution 2021.001 as 
presented. The Motion was seconded by Councilman Griff Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 

 
 
V.   OPEN CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 
       No citizens signed in to speak. 
 
 
VI.   EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

A. Discussion of negotiations incident to proposed purchase of property 
B. Receipt of legal advice relating to claims and potential claims by and against the Town and other matters 

covered by attorney-client privilege 
C. Discussion of employment, compensation, promotion, demotion, discipline, or release of an employee 

 
 

Councilman S. Griffin made a Motion to go into executive session at 8:04 pm. The Motion was seconded by 
Councilman E. Baughman. All in favor; 5-0 

 
No action was taken in executive session. 

 
 
VII.    RECONVENE 
 

Councilman S. Griffin made a Motion to come out of executive session at 9:11 pm. The Motion was seconded by 
Councilman E. Baughman. All in favor; 5-0 

 
 

VIII.   POSSIBLE ACTIONS BY COUNCIL IN FOLLOW UP TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Councilman D. Brock made a Motion to authorize the Mayor to conduct the six month evaluation of the Town 
Administrator pursuant to the employment contract between the Town of Blythewood and Mr. Williamson dated 
December 23, 2020. The Motion was seconded by Councilman E. Baughman. All in favor; 5-0 
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IX.     ADJOURNMENT 
 

Councilman S. Griffin made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 pm. The Motion was seconded by    
Councilman Griff Griffin. All in favor; 5-0 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
  

---------------------------------------------- 
Melissa Cowan, Town Clerk 

           Melissa Cowan


